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Soul of boys and girls even as the others influence the body and
the intelligence ? The evils of religious instruction will vanish
with the evolution of the true religious spirit. To give up reli-
gious instruction is like letting a field lie fallow and grow weeds
for want of the tiller's knowledge of the proper use of the field.

The correspondent's excursion into the great discoveries of
the ancients is really irrelevant to the subject under discussion.
No one questions, I do not, the utility or the brilliance of these
discoveries. They were generally a proper field for the use and
exercise of reason. But they, the ancients, did not delete from
their lives the predominant function of faith and prayer. Works
without faith and prayer are like an artificial flower that has
no fragrance. I plead not for the suppression of reason, but for a
due recognition of that in us which sanctifies reason itself.

Young India, 14-10-1926
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" You have had your say now. No one is listening to you.
Why not stop talking of Khaddar ? " That was the advice that
was being given him in some quarters. " But why should I stop
neciting my favourite mantra" said Gandhiji, "when I have
before me the example of Prahlada of old refusing to give up
Ramanama in the teeth of tortures worse than death ? And I
have not had to go through any tortures yet. How can I give up
the only message that the condition of my country has been
whispering to me ? Panditji has collected and has been still col-
lecting lakhs and lakhs of rupees for you from Rajas and Maha-
rajas. The money apparently comes from these wealthy princes,
but in reality it comes from the millions of our, poor. For unlike
Europe the rich of our land grow rich at the expense of our
villagers the bulk of whom have to go without a.square meal a
day. The education that you receive today is thus paid for by
the starving villagers who will never have the chance of such
an education. It is your duty to refuse to have an education
that is not within the reach of the poor, but I do not ask that
of you today. I ask you to render just a slight return to the poor
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